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Exploring Taiwan's Rural Development Policies through
the Practices of Rural Development in the United States

and Thailand

Abstract

This study explores rural development policies in the United States
and Thailand to derive insights and policy recommendations for Taiwan.
Using literature review, comparative policy analysis, and expert
interviews, the research examines governance models, community
participation, industrial diversification, and sustainability strategies in the
two countries. The objective is to enhance Taiwan’s rural regeneration
policy by strengthening community autonomy, improving quality of life,
and promoting sustainable rural industries.

The findings reveal that U.S. rural policy emphasizes multi-level
governance, public—private collaboration, and data-driven transparency,
focusing on infrastructure modernization, climate-smart agriculture, and
citizen participation. Thailand’s Bio—Circular—Green (BCG) Economy
Model integrates agricultural innovation, community enterprises, and
eco-tourism to balance economic growth with environmental
sustainability. Taiwan’s Rural Regeneration Program, though
institutionally well-established, faces challenges in long-term
management, resource coordination, and capacity building.

Based on cross-country comparison, six key policy directions are
proposed:

(1) Establishing a Community Self-Reliance Development Program to

4



strengthen local governance;

(2) Integrating smart agriculture and digital governance tools;

(3) Creating a tri-national cooperation platform among Taiwan, the U.S.,
and Thailand;

(4) Developing age-friendly and green-care communities;

(5) Supporting youth entrepreneurship and local innovation ecosystems;
and

(6) Aligning inter-ministerial resources with the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs).
The results provide practical recommendations for Taiwan’ s

Fourth-Phase Rural Regeneration Program, laying the groundwork for
policy refinement, international cooperation, and sustainable rural
development.

Keywords: Rural Development, Rural Regeneration, International

Cooperation, Community Participation, Sustainable Development
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