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A Study for the Advanced Community Empowerment
Regime of Rural Regeneration Planning: A

Participatory Governance Approach

Abstract

For the current rural regeneration system in Taiwan, the mode of
community-based self-governance is the basis for implementing rural
regeneration policy. Based on further improving the effectiveness of rural
regeneration plans, this study mainly reviews the community
empowerment regime in rural regeneration plans in Taiwan. Through field
interviews in rural communities, analysis of rural regeneration system,
research on relevant cases at Taiwan and abroad and advanced governance
concepts, the study seeks the new direction of future rural regeneration
plans.

As for the research strategies, this study focuses on three aspects:
institutional analysis, focus group symposium, and community in-depth
interviews. Through institutional analysis, this study clarifies the
characteristics and issues of the empowerment mechanism in Taiwan’s
rural regeneration system, as well as the differences from foreign
experience. In the focus group symposium, this study consulted scholars
and experts interested in rural regeneration to analyze and integrate major
issues. Finally, based on the consensus established in the symposium, this
research actually conducts in-depth interviews in rural communities to
explore the implementation of rural regeneration experience in different
regions of Taiwan, the process of community empowerment, and the
current bottlenecks.

Through exploring foreign cases, this study believes that although the
current community empowerment system of rural regeneration plans has
achieved certain results, it is limited to individual rural communities; on
the contrary, concepts such as rural vital coalitions and participatory
governance in European and American countries can be seen as innovative
threads for advancing rural regeneration in the future in terms of socio-
economic and spatial scales. With the introduction of these concepts, the
rural regeneration plan should consider: 1. Upgrading the spatial scale of



the integrated development of rural communities, 2. recognizing the
characteristics of rural areas in different regions and the stages of
community evolution in the process of empowerment, 3. Appropriately
introducing the outer stakeholders and establishing a collaborative network
with them.

Keywords: Rural Regeneration, Empowerment, Governance, Vital

Coalitions, Citizen Participation
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