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4.4 » STREAM FUNCTIONS PYRAMID: FUNCTION-BASED PARAMETERS

Figure 4.2 shows a more detailed view of the Pyramid with examples of function-
based parameters that can be used to quantify or describe the functional statement provided
in the broad-level view. The term “function-based” is used to acknowledge that the
parameter may be a “structural” type of parameter or an actual function. Structural
parameters describe a stream condition at a
. oint in time, e.g., percent riffle and pool. A

The Stream Functions ?unction paramitelj‘ is expressed as frate and
Pyramid uses the ferm directly relates to a stream process that helps
funcfion-based parameter fo  create and maintain the character of the

. stream corridor (Allan, 1995). The Stream
take the emphas:s off of Functions Pyramid uses the term function-

structural measures versus based parameter to take the emphasis off of
actual functions. Rather, structural measures versus actual functions.
function-based paramefers Rather, function-based parameters are used

d individuall . individually or in combination to quantify
are used indiviaually or in or describe a particular aspect of the func-

combinafion fo quantify or tional statement provided in the broad-level
describe a parﬁcular view. For example, within the Hydrology

aspecf of the functional category (Level 1), flood frequency is a
function-based parameter that can be used

statement provided in the to quantify the occurrence of a given dis-
broad-level view. charge.Itis nota function, but it does
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