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Study on Legal Regime and Practice of Mandatory

Evacuation in Emergency Management of Debris Flow

ABSTRACT

Several government compensation lawsuits related to emergency response
have raised serious concerns among public servants. The guilty verdict of the
government compensation which involved the failure to warn and/or evacuate
citizens that became victims of debris flow during Typhoon Morakot has led to
discussion on the necessity to revise the current warning and evacuation protocol.
This research reviewed the laws and regulations on debris flow evacuation and
government compensation in the United States and Japan in order to establish the
reference for revision of current regulations. Furthermore, current practice and
difficulties of evacuations were collected and documented from interviews with
emergency management officials of local township governments. Forums of
experts were held to exchange views and brainstorm suggestions for improvement
of warning and evacuation procedures. It is suggested that mandatory evacuation
orders should be issued based on actual and forecasted rainfall and other situational
factors instead of debris flow warning alone, such that current regulations should
be revised to allow emergency management officials to make decisions on
evacuations based on their best judgements in order to enhance the efficiency and

effectiveness of emergency response.

Keywords: Debris flow, Emergency response, Mandatory evacuation,

Government compensation liability
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