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Abstract

The United Nations proposed the 17 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) in 2015, driving global social innovation. To expedite the process
of achieving the SDGs, international investment institutions have also
proposed the ESG model that emphasizes diverse and balanced
developments in environmental, social, and governance aspects,
establishing an assessment framework for impacts beyond the economic
aspect, which is used to evaluate investment targets. On the other hand,
government in Taiwan has long implemented the Overall Plan for Rural
Regeneration, and domestic rural villages have experienced diverse
developments; however, the current key performance indicators (KPI)
remain one-dimensional, and are becoming less effective guiding the
development of rural communities.

In light of this, to facilitate diverse and balanced development of
Taiwan’s rural communities, and keep pace with important international
trends, this project builds on the foundation of the ESG model proposed
by FTSE Russel in 2011 and established 21 topics according to the unique
characteristics of rural villages through discussion with experts and
scholars, onsite investigation, and repeated adjustment. The topics are
distributed across the three major pillars of environmental, social, and
governance aspects. The results of this study may be used in the future by
local governments to evaluate the performances of rural regeneration
projects; related awards can also be established to encourage all rural
villages in Taiwan to jointly pursue the goal of sustainable development.

Consequently, an exclusive ESG database of Taiwan’s rural communities



can be established through long-term promotion and implementation.

Keywords: environmental, social, and governance model, Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), rural community, impact

assessment.
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