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risk communication of natural hazards
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Integrating local knowledge into
risk communication of natural hazards
— a case study of place names in Taiwan

Abstract

In Taiwan, over 70% area is slope land and is subject to various
natural hazard threats. Place names can be regarded as a
“ representation” of the natural environments and may help to raise the
local people” s awareness of the risk of natural hazards. The aim of the
current project is to understand the key factors of promoting risk
communication by making community-based environmental maps with
place names.

It is found that the major place name database maintained by Mol
collects mainly those of Han Chinese and only a few with precise location.
Thus natural hazard-related place names of indigenous peoples or those
only used by local people can be collected only through fieldwork.

When making a community-based map, it is essential to work with
enthusiastic inhabitants with great environmental knowledge in order to
illustrate the local place names and related stories properly. The major
concern of the local people should be mapped and then the information of
natural hazards. In the process of communication, the significance of
ancestors' naming on natural hazards can usually be appreciated by local

co-workers, and then the motivation of using maps raised.

Keywords: Places name, Local knowledge, Natural hazards, Risk
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